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Neighborhood activist applies for solar-power
offer

Staff Report
01/27/09 11:13 PM PST

SAN FRANCISCO — In the wake of an Examiner story earlier this month reporting that taxpayer funds
to boost solar-power use in The City had attracted hundreds of applicants, but none that qualified for a
$5,000 bonus offered to low-income households, longtime Bayview-Hunters Point neighborhood
activist Espanola Jackson submitted a request Tuesday to put a solar system on her home. "I’m excited
to get that process started, so | can help spread green energy throughout my community instead of dirty,
fossil-fuel power," Jackson said.

Find this article at:
http://www.sfexaminer.com/local/Neighborhood_activist_applies_for_solar-power_offer.html

[ Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.
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Espanola Jackson and Brightline's Joshua Arce
update the SFPUC about the progress in Ms.
Jackson going solar and helping kickoff a solar
revolution in Bayview-Hunters Point.
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ESPANOLA'S GOING SOLAR!

Please join longtime Bayview-Hunters Point community leader Espanola Jackson
as she goes solar this weekend (May 23 and 24), spreading the word about opportunities for
homeowners to help green the neighborhood through the GoSolarSF program and for
residents to participate in solar installation training.

Espanola’s house will receive a solar power system thanks to Bay Area non-profit
solar installer GRID Alternatives and a grant from the San Francisco Department of
Environment. GRID, with volunteer support from San Francisco-based Luminalt Solar, will
also provide free on-the-job training to a number of neighborhood residents in anticipation of
the creation of opportunities to further a career in the solar sector.

JOIN US!

SUNDAY, MAY 24, 2009-11:00 A.M. to 2:00 p.m.
3231 Ingalis Street @ Jamestown Avenue, San Francisco

11:00 AM. Presentations by Assessor-Recorder Phil Ting*, Sup. Sophie
Maxwell*, Sup. Ross Mirkarimi*, Sup. Eric Mar, SF Department
of Environment, CityBuild, Sierra Club, GRID Alternatives and
Luminalt, , Brightline Defense Project, community residents
working in the solar industry, and of course Espanola

11:45 AM. Espanoila flips the switch to turn on her solar

12:00 P.M.-  B-B-Q and Meet-and-Greet, hosted by the Southeast Jobs
2:00 P.M. Coalition and local solar training providers

* invited

For more information visit: www.sfwater.org/gosolarsf ¢ www.gridalternatives.org * www.luminalt.com
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BAYVIEW-HUNTERS POINT COMMUNITY LEADER KICKS OFF
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SOLAR POWER REVOLUTION THIS WEEKEND

Espanola Jackson, the Godmother of Bayview-Hunters Point and
environmental advocate of over forty-five years, will have solar power
installed on her house this Memorial Day weekend and kick-start a solar
revolution in the community. Non-profit GRID Alternatives, through a
grant from the San Francisco Department of the Environment, will install
the solar panels free of charge and will join San Francisco-based Luminalt
Solar in providing free on-the-job training to a group of fifteen Bayview
residents seeking to further a career in the green collar economy.

San Francisco officials, environmentalists, and community members will
join Ms. Jackson to celebrate as she flips the switch to connect her solar
panels to her home, raising awareness of opportunities for neighbors to go
solar themselves. Low-income homeowners have been slow to embrace a
special incentive through San Francisco’s GoSolarSF program, mostly due
to unawareness of the fact that the GoSolarSF low-income incentive
lowers the overall cost of a system to $5,000 or less.

Bayview-Hunters Point has historically suffered from the effects of power
plant pollution in the neighborhood, and Ms. Jackson worked diligently
for years to shut down both the Potrero and Hunters Point Power Plants.
Now Espanola is ready to kick off a new chapter of clean, green electricity
generation in the community.

Ms. Jackson, Assessor-Recorder Phil Ting (GoSolarSF author), Supervisor
Ross Mirkarimi (GoSolarSF low-income program creator), Supervisor
Eric Mar (green jobs and environmental advocate), representatives of the
Department of the Environment, CityBuild in the Mayor’s Office of
Workforce Development, Sierra Club, GRID Alternatives, and Luminalt,
as well as solar installers that grew up in the community will speak about
the significance of Espanola going solar as she turns on her newly-
installed system.

3231 Ingalls Street @ Jamestown Avenue, Bayview, San Francisco

Sunday, May 24, 2009

10:00-11:00 a.m.  Solar Installers and Community Volunteers Finish
Putting Solar Panels on Ms. Jackson’s Roof

11:00 a.m,. Presentation by Speakers, Emceed by Brightline

11:45 a.m. Espanola Turns On Her Solar

12:00 a.m. Community BBQ, hosted by Southeast Jobs Coalition




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Joshua Arce (Brightline) 415-860-2150

BAYVIEW-HUNTERS POINT COMMUNITY LEADER KICKS OFF
SOLAR POWER REVOLUTION THIS WEEKEND

Longtime Activist Espanola Jackson Joined By San Francisco Officials To Highlight
Affordability Of Solar Electricity And Green Job Opportunities For Residents

San Francisco, CA, May 24, 2009 — Over the past forty-five years Bayview-Hunters Point
activist Espanola Jackson has fought many battles on behalf of her community. Whether
pushing to establish the San Francisco Human Rights Commission, calling for improvements to
the City’s sewage plant in the Bayview, or organizing to shut down power plants in the City’s
southeast sector, Ms. Jackson has been a staple at City Hall proceedings and rallies for decades.
With last week’s news that the City at last has a plan to begin closing the Potrero Power Plant by
year’s end, fulfilling the goal of Ms. Jackson’s years-long campaign to shut down the City’s last
fossil fuel power plant, Ms. Jackson today kicked off the next step of her advocacy on behalf of
her beloved community: Espanola went solar.

A host of Bayview residents, environmental advocates, and San Francisco officials joined Ms.
Jackson to celebrate the occasion this morning as she flipped the switch to connect solar power
to her home. Berkeley-based non-profit solar installer GRID Alternatives combined solar
incentive dollars available through the City’s GoSolarSF program with a grant from the SF
Department of Environment to install Ms. Jackson’s system for free. The owners of San
Francisco solar company Luminalt donated their time to provide on-the-job training to fifteen
Bayview-Hunters Point young men and women that spent the weekend learning the basics of
solar installation working on Ms. Jackson’s home.

The GoSolarSF program offers financial incentives to San Francisco residents and businesses
that desire to install solar power, with an increased offering to low-income applicants. The
program has been an amazing success, and many of GoSolarSF’s architects were on hand to
celebrate with Ms. Jackson. The Sierra Club’s John Rizzo pointed out that the year-old program
“doubled the amount of solar rooftops in the City within its first six months.” Luminalt Solar
CEO Jeanine Cotter added that “the message needs to get out that with GoSolarSF’s low-income
incentive a home installation can cost less than $5,000.”

More installations mean more jobs for the community, because GoSolarSF also incentivizes
solar companies to employ workers from economically disadvantaged neighborhoods so they can
offer customers even further discounts. Joseph Bryant of the A. Philip Randolph Institute and
the Southeast Jobs Coalition noted that “there is a lot of excitement in the Bayview about being
involved in the solar movement so it’s the job of community groups to prepare our workforce
and identify hiring opportunities.”

“The message is beyond symbolic,” said Joshua Arce, Executive Director of Brightline Defense
Project. “Instead of dirty, fossil fuel power plants in Southeast San Francisco we’re looking to
build tiny, green power plants on people’s rooftops.”
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